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How Did the Second Abe Administration
Manage the Diet?

Ryunoshin Kamikawa
Professor, Graduate School of Law and Politics, Osaka University

[Abstract)

This article examines how the second Abe administration (December
2012- September 2020) managed the Diet. The Abe administration
disregarded the Diet as follows. First, it did not convene the Diet or its
committees in order to avoid criticism from the opposition parties. Second,
it tried to limit the question time allocated to them. Third, Prime Minister
Abe, other ministers, and bureaucrats gave evasive and false answers to
the questions in the Diet many times. Fourth, he repeatedly heckled the
opposition questioners when they asked questions about him. Fifth, the ruling
parties rammed controversial bills through the Diet again and again, ignoring
the opposition and public opinion. Focusing on the bill deliberations in the
Diet during the Abe administration, this article overviews the legislative
process of both the Act on the Protection of Specially Designated Secrets and
the amendment to the Act on Punishment of Organized Crimes and Control of
Proceeds of Crime. The government parties steamrolled the bills through the
Diet, breaking parliamentary conventions successively. In the end, this article
argues how the Abe administration managed the Diet, which is revealed by

examining two cases, and strengths and vulnerabilities of the administration.

Keywords: Abe Shinzo, steamrolling of bills, the Act on the protection of

specially designated secrets, preparatory crime for terrorist acts
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Asahi Shimbun. 2013a. “Kazu no chikara de kyoko toppa, hakushu to dogo, shinya no
seiritsu, himitsu hogo ho” [With Ruling Party Dominance, Secrets Protection Bill was
Forcibly Enacted amid Applause and Angry Shouts in a Late-night Session]. December 7,
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Representatives]. January 24, Morning ed.
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kokuren hokokusha shokan” [Chief Cabinet Secretary Suga said, “There might be Something
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ed.

W TR, 2017d T [HLERIE] BB & X O ARSHEEOM L B, NHAE
EZRE A~ 6 114 B (HT)
Asahi Shimbun. 2017d. “*Kyobozai’ kokkai kinpaku, kyo honkaigi saiketsu no kamae, yato,
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naikaku fushinninan teishutsu e” [Diet Tensions Rise over Conspiracy Bill: Ruling Coalition
Set to Force Vote Today, Opposition Parties will Submit No-Confidence Motion in the
Cabinet]. June 14, Evening ed.
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